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Whereas the United States Government 

seeks to maintain an alliance with the Gov-
ernment of the Philippines that promotes 
peace and stability in Southeast and East 
Asia, rule of law and human rights, economic 
growth, counter-terrorism efforts, and mari-
time security; 

Whereas United States naval ships visit 
Philippines’ ports, and the United States and 
Philippines’ military forces participate in 
combined military exercises under the Vis-
iting Forces Agreement established in 1998; 

Whereas the people and Governments of 
the United States and the Philippines share 
a common interest in maintaining freedom 
of navigation, unimpeded lawful commerce, 
and transit of people across the seas and sub-
scribe to a rules-based approach in resolving 
competing claims in maritime areas through 
peaceful, collaborative, multilateral, and 
diplomatic processes within the framework 
of international law; 

Whereas the Philippines has served ably 
for the past three years as the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) country 
coordinator for the United States; 

Whereas the United States Government 
and the Government of the Philippines work 
closely together in the struggle against ter-
rorism to make local communities safer and 
help establish an environment conducive to 
good governance and development; 

Whereas the navy of the Government of 
the Philippines has received a United States 
Coast Guard cutter and assistance in estab-
lishing a coastal radar system to enhance its 
monitoring of its waters, with a second cut-
ter due to be transferred soon; 

Whereas the United States Government 
works closely with the Government of the 
Philippines on humanitarian and disaster re-
lief activities, and in the past has provided 
prompt assistance to make United States 
troops, equipment, assets, and disaster relief 
assistance available; 

Whereas the Mutual Defense Board and the 
Security Engagement Board serve as impor-
tant platforms for the continuing stability of 
the long-standing alliance between the Phil-
ippines and the United States in a rapidly 
changing global and regional environment; 

Whereas the Bilateral Security Dialogue is 
an important policy venue for setting the 
policy direction and providing guidance for 
all aspects of the alliance relationship; 

Whereas Philippines military forces have 
supported over the years many United Na-
tions peacekeeping operations worldwide; 

Whereas the United States ranks as one of 
the Philippines’ top trading partners, with 11 
percent of the Philippines’ imports coming 
from the United States and 15 percent of ex-
ports from the Philippines delivered to the 
United States in 2010; 

Whereas total United States foreign direct 
investment in the Philippines was approxi-
mately $7,000,000,000 at the end of 2009; 

Whereas the Philippines is one of four 
countries that has been invited to partici-
pate in the new Partnership for Growth Ini-
tiative, which promotes broad-based eco-
nomic growth in emerging markets; 

Whereas many Americans and Filipinos 
have participated in people-to-people pro-
grams such as the Peace Corps, the Inter-
national Visitor Leadership Programs, the 
Aquino Fellowship, Eisenhower Fellowships, 
and the Fulbright Scholar Program; 

Whereas an estimated 4,000,000 people liv-
ing in the United States are of Filipino an-
cestry, over 300,000 United States citizens 
live in the Philippines, and an estimated 
600,000 United States citizens travel to the 
Philippines each year; 

Whereas the U.S.-Philippines Society was 
recently established to broaden and expand 
interaction between and understanding of 
the United States and the Philippines in the 

areas of security, trade, investments, tour-
ism, the environment, history, education, 
and culture; 

Whereas the alliance between the United 
States and the Philippines is founded on core 
values that aim to promote and preserve de-
mocracy, freedom, peace, and justice, and is 
fortified by the two nations’ partnerships in 
defending these values; 

Whereas the Government of the Phil-
ippines seeks to improve governance, 
strengthen the rule of law, and further de-
velop accountable, democratic institutions 
that can better safeguard human rights, se-
cure justice, and promote equitable eco-
nomic development; 

Whereas His Excellency Benigno S. Aquino 
III, President of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines, is scheduled to visit the United 
States in June 2012; and 

Whereas Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
and Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta met 
with their Philippine counterparts in Wash-
ington, D.C. on April 30, 2012, and reaffirmed 
that the United States and the Philippines 
are longstanding allies, that the United 
States Government is fully committed to 
honoring mutual obligations with the Phil-
ippines, and that the alliance continues to 
serve as a pillar of the Philippines-United 
States relationship and a source of stability 
in the region: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) celebrates the 60th Anniversary of the 

United States-Philippines Mutual Defense 
Treaty and the vitality of the overall bilat-
eral relationship; 

(B) confirms the alliance’s centrality and 
enduring value as one of the key pillars of 
peace, stability, and prosperity in the Asia- 
Pacific region and as a key tool in address-
ing the emerging security environment in 
the region; and 

(C) encourages both countries to continue 
high-level consultations; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) the United States Government should 

use the U.S.-Philippines Bilateral Security 
Dialogue and the Mutual Defense Board and 
Security Engagement Board to promote 
greater alliance cooperation and enhance bi-
lateral security ties, including support for 
Philippine defense modernization, for the ro-
tational presence of United States Armed 
Forces in the Philippines and for increased 
humanitarian and disaster relief prepared-
ness activities; 

(B) the United States Government should 
redouble efforts to expand and deepen the 
economic relationship with the Government 
of the Philippines toward achieving broad- 
based economic development in that coun-
try, including by working on new bilateral 
initiatives that support the efforts of the 
Government of the Philippines to reform its 
economy and enhance its competitiveness, 
and through trade-capacity building; 

(C) the Government of the Philippines 
should continue its efforts to strengthen its 
democratic institutions to fight corruption, 
curtail politically motivated violence and 
extrajudicial killings, expand economic op-
portunity, and tackle internal security chal-
lenges; 

(D) after close consultation with the Gov-
ernment of the Philippines, the United 
States Government should designate an ap-
propriate United States entity to be respon-
sible for making necessary arrangements to 
ensure ongoing maintenance of Clark Vet-
erans Cemetery in the Philippines; and 

(E) the United States Government should 
continue efforts to assist the Government of 
the Philippines in the areas of maritime se-
curity, maritime domain awareness, humani-
tarian assistance and disaster relief, and re-
lated communications infrastructure to en-

able enhanced information-sharing and over-
all military professionalization. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 45—AUTHORIZING THE USE 
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE 
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR 
AN EVENT TO AWARD THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL, COL-
LECTIVELY, TO THE MONTFORD 
POINT MARINES 

Mrs. HAGAN (for herself and Mr. 
BURR) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was considered 
and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 45 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

EVENT TO AWARD THE CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used for an event on June 27, 2012, to award 
the Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the Montford Point Marines. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance 
with such conditions as may be prescribed by 
the Architect of the Capitol. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on 
Tuesday, June 12, 2012 at 10 a.m. in SD– 
106 Dirksen Senate Office Building to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Equality 
At Work: The Employment Non-Dis-
crimination Act.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Dan Gold-
berg of the committee staff on (202) 
224–5441. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in executive session on 
Wednesday, June 13, 2012 at 10 a.m. in 
SD–430 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
to consider pending nominations 
cleared for action. 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact the com-
mittee on (202) 224–5375. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONTRACTING 
OVERSIGHT 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee on Contracting Over-
sight of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on June 5, 2012, at 10 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Vet-
erans Employment and Government 
Contractors.’’ 
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